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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EXPERTS ON PRISONER RE-ENTRY TO ATTEND OAHU CONFERENCE
April 30 through May 4

March 19, 2012 Oahu, Hawaii - The first-ever "Best Practice Strategies: Building a Bridge to
Freedom” conference for Hawaii social workers, mental health professionals, State agencies, and
interested public will be held from April 30 through May 4, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.. The conference
is sponsored by Fishnet Ministries International, and spearheaded by Bonnie C. Holcombe, Facility
Chaplain and Executive Director of the Total Life Recovery Program at the Women's Community
Correctional Center.

The conference will address the changes necessary to come out of generational poverty. Participants
and agencies will learn best practices for criminogenic needs and risks factors; personal skills and
strategies for working with people and families in poverty; motivational interviewing; bridging
poverty patterns; contexts and causes of criminal behavior and criminal thinking patterns; cognitive
renewal; and how to shift paradigm for collaboration to address poverty culture, addiction,
treatment and recovery

Speakers include Dr. Karen Swanson, Director of the Institute for Prison Ministries at the Billy
Graham Center, Wheaton College. She also serves on the Christian Association for Prisoner
Aftercare Advisory Board. Dr. Swanson will share collaborations, networks and strategic
partnerships that provide leadership and training to those engaged in correctional ministries and re-
entry for former prisoners and the other marginalized individuals.

Dr. Thomas Beckner, Director of Chaplaincy Services and Program Development for Bridges of
America, and author of Correctional Chaplains: Keepers of the Cloak, will discuss how faith
communities and organizations save billions of tax-payer dollars by forming partnerships that
address crime, offender rehabilitation, and substantial aftercare problems facing former prisoners.
He is a recognized authority on correctional chaplaincy whose experience includes consultant to
several state and county agencies, as well as pioneering efforts to develop educational programming
for correctional ministries. Dr. Beckner will provide conference participants with practical insights
and recommendations.

The fee for the five-day conference is $100, and includes lunch. A 10% discount is offered to
groups of 10 or more. Conference site is at St. Stephens Diocese on Pali Highway. Open to the
public. Registration closes April 25" For more information contact Chaplain Bonnie at
bonnie@fishnetchaplaincy.com or 783-2597.
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